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Isn't it rather odd that the Chairman
of the English Department wasn't invited
to a luncheon which featured a renown
ed author? And how did this famous
writer ever find his way to Daemen Col
lege in the first place?
On February 26, 1982, the Australian
novelist, Morris L. West spoke at a
President's Luncheon, another Daemen
Forum of Ideas. Mr. Brian Rusk, Direc
tor of Public Affairs, obtains speakers
at Daemen through personal connec
tions." Some are friends; others are ac
quaintances. For example, Mr. Rusk
engaged Mr. West's services through the
pastor of Rose Kennedy. Mr. West
spoke at the College for free; that is, he
donated his services.
By the same token, the limousine ser
vice was also donated.
Who attends these Forums of Ideas?
Those in the community who are willing
to donate to the College are invited. A
good number of these people are
business men and newspaper people;
they are chosen by Mr. Rusk. Others in
vited are selected by Dr. Robert Mar
shall, President of the College, who also
decides which faculty members may at
tend.
The absence of the English Depart
ment Chairman was "an oversight."
The event was publicized in the
C ourier Express, but nothing was men
tioned in that or any other article about
the function's being private. Mr. Rusk
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pear in the ASCENT are not
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staff. Any comments contrary to
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to the Editor may be sent to the AS
CENT, Box 419, Campus Mail.
Names will be withheld upon request
and the authorship will be kept con
fidential, BU T THE AUTHOR
M UST SIGN THE ORIGINAL
LETTER,
Republication of any material
herein, without the written consent
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The ASCENT is serviced by the
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claims to have mentioned that the lun
cheon was closed to the public when he
sent in the inform ation to the
newspaper; but he doesn't "set the
type," and can't be sure that everything
will be written to his specifications.
Since no mention was made that it
was a private affair, the School received
over 300 phone calls from citizens in the
area. A few unfortunate people even
braved the cold to try to hear Mr. West
and were turned away, being told that
another affair was being held that even
ing at the International Institute on
Delaware Avenue. What they weren't
told was that is was to be a cocktail par
ty, at $8.00 per person.
So few people are invited because Mr.
Rusk wants to keep such affairs "in
timate," for example, using the Ex
ecutive Dining Room as opposed to
Schenck or the Social Room. Aside from
that, it's too expensive to serve luncheon
to two or three hundred people.
As an added bonus, Daemen College
gets approximately $10,000 worth ol
advertisement from these events. This is
accomplished through the newspaper
people in attendance.
It might be noted that few, if any,
students are invited to attend these
Forums of Ideas on a regular basis.
Although Mr. Rusk maintains that the
events are for the benefit of the students,
it may be assumed that the credit, and
other favors, are falling into the lap of
someone other than the students.
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Psych Club
Offers Rape
Advice That
Works
by A-z
On February 17, 1982, the
Psychology Club sponsored a Com
prehensive Rape Awareness SelfProtection Seminar. The program,
led by Jim Tasker, Ron Baker, and
Rob Hall, dealt with awareness,
avoidance and assertion - ways of
protecting yourself without using
violence.

Many of the suggestions they had
were simply common sense. If any ques
tions were raised, the panel took the
time to answer them in an easy-tounderstand way.
Rape is an act of violence, not pas
sion. It is the attacker's way of taking
control of you, both physically and
emotionally.
According to the speakers, most rape
encounters may be prevented through
non-violent means, i.e., talking. It is
most important to remain calm.
Another tip is to carry yourself with
confidence; and attacker is less apt to
bother someone who seems likely to
resist, he is looking for someone who is
easily intimidated or unsure of the sur
roundings.
It's not a good idea to walk alone or in
dark, deserted places. These are ideal
conditions for an attacker. If you are in

a threatening situation, and talking
won't help, break a window of a house
rather than knock at the door, or yell
"Fire!" rather than "Help!" These bring
immediate attention to your problem.
Other topics discussed were car and
home protection. It is always recom
mended to lock all doors and windows.
Before getting into your car, check the
back for possible intruders. While
travelling, put luggage and valuables out
of sight; in plain view, others may be
tempted to break in. Keep your win
dows rolled up when asking directions
or refueling.
The group also gave a short Martial
Arts demonstration to show possible
ways of defending yourself if taken by
surprise. Again, each move was explain
ed so no doubt or confusion could cause
potential injury.
Most often, trust your instincts; you'll
know if something is wrong. Know your
surroundings as well as possible; change
your route often so as to confuse any
would-be attackers and use common
sense when confronted by a suspicious
stranger.

Let's Hear It For
The Crabs In 66
by A-z
Dorm 66, affectionately known as
the "Crabs," was trying something
no other dorm had tried all year.
They conducted a fund-raiser for
the American Heart Association.
The Crabs raffled off a $30 gift cer
tificate for Adam's Rib Restaurant. The
tickets were 25* each, 5 for $1.00 and all
proceeds went to the Heart Fund.
Steve Sitch, R.A. of the dorm, felt,
"More dorms should participate in fund
raisers for outside organizations, since
rhore people are apt to buy them." He

also said that it, "may lead to a better
environment, since all the money isn't
going into a keg or a basket of cheer."
Many Greek organizations sponsor
events such as these, but maybe it's time
for more people to get involved in com
munity service. The last time something
of this sort was attempted was last year;
Dorm 84 (the Club) held a coffee house
and the proceeds went to the United
Way.
Best of luck to the Crabs in their
endeavor. Let's hope other dorms follow
their lead.

(See article on page 5)
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Cover Feature

Boozing and Books
Alcoholism may be
the #1 Problem
on college campuses

Among college students, the numbers
skyrocket. Gerald Thorner, a counselor
at the State University of New York at
Buffalo, conducted a study of the UB
population; and, of the four hundred
students who answered the survey, nine
ty percent of them admitted to drinking
as opposed to sixty-five percent of the

by Brian Mulally and Robert Macre

Jim is twenty years old, a Daemen
College sophomore, a Physical
Therapy Major, and an alcoholic.
He gets drunk two or three times
a week. He chug-a-lugs his beer and
sometimes has blackouts, periods
during which he doesn't remember
what he's done. He often gets into
trouble when drunk: he argues with
his parents, his roommate; he puts
holes in the walls of his dorm. Once,
he even got into a fistfight.
Jim is at the first stage of
alcoholism. He might be able to stop
himself, but he probably won't. He
would tell you that he doesn't have
a problem.
Alcoholism is a disease like cancer,
epilepsy, or schizophrenia. It has been
recognized as such by organizations like
the American Medical Association, the
British Medical Association, and the Na
tional Institute on Alcohol Abuse and
Alcoholism.
Alcoholism is a disease of denial. An
alcoholic has a physical addiction. He
can't stop drinking because he has built
up a tolerance. Most alcoholics aren't
skid row bums either. Like Jim, they
start out as social drinkers.
It is a disease that is subtle, pro
gressive, and sometimes fatal. If Joe
doesn't do something about his drink
ing, it will accelerate. It will take up
more and more of his life and eventually
squeeze out his studies, his friends, and
even his sex life.
Jim isn't a real person. He could be
though. He could be your roommate,
your lab partner, or you.
Over half the people in the U.S. occa
sionally drink alcoholic beverages. A re
cent survey showed that most people
had tried alcohol before they were ten
years old. Fifty to eighty-five percent of
American high school students admitted
to drinking, mostly wine or beer.

general p o p u latio n . G overnm ent
statistics point out that one out of every
ten people who drinks is an alcoholic; so
there are a lot of Jim's out there.
But Jim drinks mostly beer. That's
generally not thought of as being as bad
as other forms of alcohol. Can someone
who drinks only beer be an alcoholic?
"Absolutely," says Thorner, who runs
an Alcohol Awareness group at UB.
"There are probably more beer
alcoholics in this country than any other
kind, just as there are probably more
wine alcoholics in Italy and France than
any other kind."
But Thorner doesn't feel that
alcoholism is the main problem as far as
students are concerned. It's the "ex
cessive, abusive, and anti-social
behavior" they engage in while drunk.
He feels that the two main causes are
tension and boredom.
Alcohol depresses the central nervous
system; it acts as a kind of sedative.
That's why people pass out when they
drink too much. In the general popula
tion, there is a higher rate of alcoholism
among people in high pressure jobs such
as medicine and police work.
There is also a great deal of alcoholism

in the armed services. However,
Thorner theorizes that this is not
because of tension, but boredom; thats
what links alcoholism in the service with
alcoholism in college, especially
Daemen.
Ask some Daemen Students if they
think there's too much drinking on cam
pus and you start hitting similiar com
ments.
R o b ert K ap ald o s, so p h o m o re,
Physical Therapy Major: "There's no
drinking problem; there's just nothing
else to do on campus. All the activities
seem to depend on alcohol. All you ever
have are beer blasts, FUBAR's, and
drink specials."
Robert Laws, sophomore, Business
Major: "There's nothing else to do but
drink, drink, drink. Half the stuff in the
newsletter is about parties in the Rat (the
Daemen Campus Bar). If we had a gym,
people would play games and play on
leagues. If the tennis court were
anything but a broken net, they'd use
that in the spring and summer. You
know what they use that court for? Par
ties after the Rat closes."

" There's no

drinking problem;
there's just nothing
else to do
on campus."
—

Daemen student

Pat O'Sullivan, Resident Assistant:
"To get away from PT (Physical
Therapy, a highly competitive program
at Daemen), people drink. After exams
they go out and get smashed. Almost all
our activities are alcohol related."
Sister Chris: "There is too much
drinking because there are no alter
natives; that's what we need. The
movies are a good start in reducing the
drinking on campus. The only problem
is that they end at 9 p.m. and that's
when the Rat opens."
Obviously, though many college stu
dents drink, not all are alcoholics. But
many could be. Alcoholism is an amor-
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“ I didn't know what I was doing last night because I was drunk.
—

A typical student excuse for holes in dorm walls, according to Paul Lehmann

phous villian. It is often difficult to
separate an alcoholic from someone who
is merely a heavy drinker. That's part of
the nature of the disease.
Years ago it was thought that the
amount a person drank was a clue as to
whether or not he was an alcoholic, but
a college-aged adult can drink twice as
much as other adults and still not suc
cumb to alcoholism. Further, many
alcoholic college students drink less than
their non-alcoholic friends. It all
depends on your body chemistry. A
woman can drink less than a man but get
more drunk because more of her body
weight is taken up by fat.
Few studies have been done on how
much damage on college campuses is
directly or indirectly related to
alcoholism, but it really isn't necessary.
Just look around. Thorner commented
that on a Sunday morning, the UB cam
pus looks "like a battle zone." The situa
tion at Daemen isn't much brighter.
Paul Lehmann, Director of Student
Housing at Daemen, admits that
Daemen's dorm damage has increased
substantially since last year and that
alcohol related damage has increased at

the same rate as alcohol consumption.
"You should hear some of the excuses I
get," said Lehmann, "why people punch
holes in the dorm walls. 'I didn't know
what I was doing last night because I
was drunk' or 'Don't blame me; I was
plastered'."
To ease the situation, a number of
steps have been taken. At Daemen, the
Counseling Office, under Dr. Ethel
Jackson, runs Alcohol Awareness Week.
And, although Daemen has no specific
program for dealing with someone with
a drinking problem, Jackson can refer
such a person to someone who can help.
Shortly, Daemen's Resident Assistants
will have a committee on alcohol and
drug abuse.
Off-campus, there are a number of
places where someone can go for help.
One of them is BACA, the Buffalo Area
Counsel on Alcoholism, located on
Elmwood Avenue.
Greg Kimmel, a Senior Health
Educator at BACA, describes how they
could help a "typical case."
"First he'd have to receive a check up
to see what damage was done physically
to the liver and such. If there was

Dorm 111 Put On Probation
Due T O Dorm Damage
by Lynn Madden

On March 1st the residents of
Dorm 111 were liberated after two
weeks of probation.
Last semester, dorm damage, and
especially holes in the walls, caused Paul
Lehmann, Director of Student Housing,
to threaten the dorm with probation.
Joe Donelly, RA of 111, had given
residents several chances, and after
discussing the situation with Mr.
Lehmann, agreed that another dollar's
worth of dorm damage would result in
probation.
Finally, Upper 111 became so marred
that probation was inevitable. As of
February 15, no visitors nor alcohol
were allowed in the dorm. The punish
ment came to the residents as no sur
prise, and since they couldn't have a par
ty inside, a few of the residents decided
to drink on their front lawn.
At two a.m. that morning, Paul
Lehmann surprised the dorm with a fire
drill. "It was a justified retaliation,
although it did come as a shock," admits

damage to a part of the body, he'd have
to stay in the hospital for treatment. If
there wasn't damage, or if the damage
wasn't too serious, he could become an
out-patient at the Erie County Medical
Center. He'd also have to go to a
self-help group such as Alcoholics
Anonymous until further notice."
Since each case is different, treatment
at BACA is tailor-made. Sessions are on
a one-to-one basis with social workers
and former alcoholics.
A n oth er excellen t program is
Alcoholics Anonymous, which has
many centers here in Buffalo. Both Ethel
Jackson of Daemenn and Gerald
Thorner of UB refer people to AA.
But despite all the help, there are still
many obstacles. The greatest is the at
titude of the general public. Most people
still believe that an alcoholic can stop "if
he really wants to." That simply isn't
true. An alcoholic must drink just as a
heroin addict must shoot-up. And, until
that attitude changes, until there is more
understanding of alcohol related pro
blems both on and off campus, there will
be very little hope for the Jim's of this
world.

Baseball Team
Has Begun Practice

Tom Marinelli. After a second fire drill,
the dorm now holds and evacuation
record of 58 seconds.
Dorm I l l 's sense of humor was not
confined. A lock and bars were painted
on the front door; and signs such as
"Welcome to the Snyder Penitentiary"

The residents
of the dorm
decided to
drink on their
front lawn.
and "A Count Down to Freedom" were
hung in the halls.
The residents served their time, but
another incident will confine I l l 's
residents to probation for the remainder
of the semester.
"I never wanted it to get to this
point," confesses Paul Lehmann. "But
I'm happy it's over."

Interested? Contact:
Bob Hoffman - Ext. 369
or
Steve Horton - Ext. 321
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Music
by Gina Marie Pettitt

Drum beats, synthesized, voices,
and a series of unique sounds com
ing from a trombone and a flute
were those things noticed by the few
who were at the S.E.M. Ensemble
recital. The musicians featured were
Peter Kotik, the founder of the
S .E .M . Ensemble, and James
Kasprowicz. The other sounds were
taped and played back during the
recital. Seven pieces were played,
three of them overlapping so it only
appeared to be five pieces.
The first piece was of interest to any
art student. The composer, James
Kasprowicz, decided upon five set notes
and gave the notes and a copy of various
musical signs to a graphic designer
friend. The resulting design was the
score. The absence of a true score is fair
ly common in this type of music.
Most of the pieces had little if any set
score, and many were written so that
what score did exist did not have to be
followed in any particular order; certain
measures are interchangable. Harmony
was the least important consideration
when writing the music. As composer,
Peter Kotik, said of his piece, the notes
are written without ever being heard
because if they were heard, even inside
his head, they would be second rate, be
ing only a copy.
The music was of a different type than
most people are accustom to. Both
sound and silence were used to obtain
the effect intended. This style of contem
porary music is not to everyone's liking,
but without the new styles, music would
become boring.

A.R.
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S ports
The Golden Warriors and the
Lady Warriors ended their seasons
with impressive winning streaks
Saturday, February 20th.
The Men's Team won their last
three contests defeating Houghton
(84-76), Nazareth (76-58) and
D'Youville (73-56) to finish their
campaign with 10 wins and 13
losses. Dan Benning, Bernard
Chaney and Tom Williams were
high scorers in the three games
respectively.
The Women's Team won their

INTRAMURAL CORNER
Basketball Standings
Dorm
112
84
93
66
111
81
103

Week 1
Week 2

I
0
0
0
2
4
3
4

W
4
4
3
1
0
0
0

last seven contests defeating
Robert's Wesleyan (68-33), Niagara
C ou n ty C om m u n ity C o lleg e
(82-59), Geneseo (47-42), PittBradford (5 0 -4 8 ), D 'Y o u v ille
(88-29), Houghton (82-42) and Utica
Tech (73-50). Winnie Sullivan and
Brenda Hamilton led the team in
scoring while Doris Cohen led the
team in rebounding. The Lady War
riors finished with 14 wins and 7
losses and thereby reversed last
year's record.

Week 3
Week 4

Results
84 over 66
112 over 103
93 over 81
112 over 81 (forfeit)
93 over 111
84 over 103
112 over 111
66 over 103
84 over 81 (forfeit)
112 over 66
84 over 111
93 over 103 (forfeit)

834 2470
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Jam es Klein Photography
Professional Photography T hats A ffordable

Portraits
Weddings
Modeling Portfolios

Color &
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Billboard
For all of you who hadn't realized
it before, the "Y" is open to Daemen
College students on Sundays from
three until five in the afternoon,
with access to the gym and the
swimming pool.
Take advantage of it while you
can.
Lambda Chi Iota and Student
Association are sponsoring a Soap
Opera Festival on March 20, 1982,
in the Social Room. Admission is
free to those with Daemen ID. More
info to come next issue.
The English Department is pleas
ed to announce that Mr. Peter
Siedlecki will be reading and speak
ing about his poetry on March 25 in
D.S. Room 34. More details to come
in the nest issue.
Dr. Richard Schweichler, Chairman
of the Physical Therapy Dept., is
holding an Academic Seminar at
DeGraff Memorial Hospital on
March 20, 1982: This seminar will
deal with Orthopedic Traction. This
program is open to all interested
students.
Daemen Calendar for March
March 14 - Spring Open House
March 18 - Gilbert Biberian
(Classical Guitar Master Class - 8
pm)
March 19 - Gilbert Biberian
(Classical Guitar Recital)
March 23 - 34th Annual Model U.N.
Assembly for High School students
March 23 - Physical Fitness Day
March 28 - Career College Fair
Plan to attend these events. All are
open to the public unless otherwise
noted. They're here for your enjoy
ment.
Tutors for K-12 and undergraduate
classes wanted. Junior, senior or
graduate status. GPA 3.0. Send let
ter and resume to P.O. Box 62,
Amherst, N.Y. 14226. Minimum
pay $4.50 per hour.
ECKANKAR
A way of life. Film and discussion
every Tuesday at 7:30 PM. 3241
Bailey Avenue. 837-1199

Sigma Phi Epsilon would like to
congratulate the following men who
have completed their pledge period
and are now brothers: Mark Bersani, Rich Bommer, Brian Blevins,
David Cournoyer, Mike Coon,
Mike Sterlacci. We at Sig Ep feel
that our brotherhood is very strong.
This was the first class pledged to
Sig Ep. They have done very well.
They have provided themselves
worthy and have graciously ac
cepted this honor. The pledges
would also like to thank the
Brothers. For without them we
would not be One. The ceremonies
were held February 27, at the VFW
annex, Harlem and Genesee streets
in Buffalo. We are off to a great
start and expect to accomplish a lot
in the coming year.
The St. Patricks day Fubar will be
held April 23. We will also be plann
ing our anniversary dinner for the
Brothers and Alumni.

Attenfion all students interested in
filing for 1982-83 financial aid
funds!
The 1982-83 Financial Aid Form
(FAF) and Daemen Financial Aid
Application are available in the
Financial Aid Office now. The
Financial Aid Form (FAF) must be
received by Daemen College from
the Dollege Scholarship Service
(CSS) of Princeton, New Jersey no
later than March 31, 1982.
The FAF is the form that will deter
mine your eligibility for programs
such as College Work Study,
SEOG, NDSL, as well as institu
tionally based aid (Daemen Grants
and Scholarships).
REMEMBER: Your completed
Financial Aid Forms must be receiv
ed by Daemen College from CSS no
later than March 31, 1982.

SPONSORING
AN ACTIVITY?
Get your Announcement
to The ASCENT
before Deadline.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
TO MY FORMER STUDENTS:
After much thought, I have decided
to resume my maiden name. (This
does not mean I have divorced my
husband, Marvin Melnyk.) Dr.
Ethel Jackson Shirk is no more — I
am now Dr. Ethel M. Jackson.
A T T E N T IO N
R E S ID E N T
STUDENTS
Do you know what's going on with
Resident Council lately? Represen
tatives from each dorm must attend
the weekly meetings to be kept upto-date on resident problems,
events, and complaints. Meetings
are Wednesday evening at 6:00 in
Schenck Lounge. Plan to attend.
Remember, it's your Resident Coun
cil! Without your support, we can't
function properly.

Resident Council
Presents. . .

The G reat
M a g ician A c t
on
March 13th
Performances:
3:30 Matinee
9:30 Evening
(Wick social Room)
$1.00 for adults
.50 for children
Special: Ticket stub gives
you one free beer
in the Rat.
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The Dish - It’s all I can stands ’cuz I
can’t stands no more.
There’s trouble brewin’ in them
hills...
Do you know what WOC stands for?
Okay, guys, its your turn to lift us up.
Teeth like chicklets, huh!
?Donde estoy?
Itty bitty, itty bitty, itty bitty.
I love rock and roll, Joan Jett and
the Schmucks.
Congratulation to all the new
members of Sigma Phi Epsilon.
Oh, Momma, I’m in fear of my life
from the long arm of the law.
These early morning rendezvous are
killing me.
Lullaby, and good night.
Cooshie, you make a cute Roger
Daltry, but your voice is just too high
and you have too much hair on your
chest..
Is any body in there?
Yes, there is. What do you want?
Bob (Hollywood)- Thanks for the
tour. Daemen looks great. See you
in September. Mary Beth from Long
Island._________ ________________
N.F.W.
Next time break a nose. Kinker
Munchie, lets take off, to MIAMI, at
least if Bibets sazz its ok.
Dear India Linda: Te quiro mucho.
Signed, GD_____________________
Major Tom to ground control; I am
not going to come down; you can
send the bill for this ship to
Washington. Just hanging out
smoking my tin can.
M.V.D. Don’t tease me.
If you’re going to kick authority in
the teeth, you might as well use
both feet. K.R.

Kim S. - Roseland Hospital was an
“experience.” Too bad you weren’t
there. Oh well, next time.
Dear India Linda: Te quiro mucho
todavia. Eres muy bonita. Signed,
G.D.

NOON TO MIDNIGHT

PERSONALS
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833*3270

35mm Camera - Electra 35. Call Kel
ly, ext. 367.
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Lost— Friday 2/12/82 in the Rat:
White, blue, red and yellow plaid
scarf. Please return it to the Art
Department Office or to the Ascent
Office PLEASE! No questions asked

Dear Paul (from dorm 66): Where did
you ever get such a CUTE body!!
You better watch out-l’m after it!_
Dear Mystery Girl: I love you!
Fran and Trapper - 1bet you couldn’t
trash the 4th floor. MB
Ah, come on guys - you know what
P.C. means!
Dead Tiger - The fourth floor wants
to sedate you!! P.S. Keep out
boards clean.
Riff, I’m not a shmelvin!! Raff
Butch - You’re just jealous that you
don’t live on “The Island” Love a
radical chick with a funny accent!
Arlo - I heard you like guys with
beards, love Abner
V2 B2: Sweet Home Daemen College,
where the skys are so gray...1/2 B2
Sorry I lied, I hope you aren’t mad
but...you shpuldn’t have pushed me
for an answer.
T O’C - Thank you for listening; it
really helped alot.
You don’t have to pretend to be
asleep. If you don’t want to talk just
say so. I’m not stupid I CAN tell
when you just fake. That hurts a lot
more than if you just said go away I
don’t want to talk to you right now.
De-oh...
To Goofy Hymee, good time and
nice.
Dead Tiger Forever.
Say, whadda ya think about a
waterbed?
Good riddance, J.M.
M: Next time, hot oil, I promise. N.
The whole purpose behind behind
chemistry is to show you just how
dumb you really are!
There once was a girl named Inky
who killed her five potato chips.
Danny 0 - So you like to play head
games, uh?
More and Hel - 1 love you guys! MB
Joey D - Are you still frustrated? MB
PC____________________________
To the Prisoners in Cell Block 111
-How’s it feel to be free men?! an RA
Russ - The ring still doesn’t fit!
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